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1. Introduction

1.1. Overview

1.1.1. This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared on behalf of
Rosefield Energyfarm Limited (‘the Applicant’) in relation to the Development
Consent Order (DCO) application for the construction, operation and
decommissioning of Rosefield Solar Farm (hereafter referred to as the
‘Proposed Development’).

1.1.2. The Proposed Development is a proposed new solar farm and battery storage
facility located in Buckinghamshire. The proposals also include infrastructure to
connect the Proposed Development to the National Grid East Claydon
Substation, as well as any necessary supporting site infrastructure and
environmental mitigation, including landscaping and ecological planting.

1.1.3. The SoCG is being submitted to the Examining Authority as an agreed draft
between both parties. It will be amended as the examination progresses in
order to enable a final version to be submitted to the Examining Authority.

1.2. Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1. This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and Natural England (NE).

1.2.2. NE is an executive non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). As a statutory nature
conservation body, NE is the Government’s advisor on the protection of the
natural environment in England. NE’s general purposes are to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of
present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable
development.

1.2.3. NE’s role in relation to the Development Consent Order (DCO) process derives
from the Planning Act 2008 (the ‘PA 2008’) and secondary legislation made
under PA 2008. The roles and responsibilities of NE under the PA 2008 fall into
the following categories:

a. As one of the prescribed consultees under Section 42 of the PA 2008 that
applicants are required to consult before submitting a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) application.

b. As one of the consultation bodies that the Planning Inspectorate must
consult before a scoping opinion is adopted in relation to any Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) and as a prescribed consultee for the
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environmental information submitted pursuant to the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 20171.  

c. As a statutory party in the examination of DCO applications.

d. As a statutory nature conservation body under the Conservation of Habitat
and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations) 2 in respect of the
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).

e. As a consenting and licensing body/authority in respect of protected species
and operations likely to damage the protected features of Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) pursuant to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended) (WCA 1981)3 and in relation to European protected species
under the Habitats Regulations.

1.2.4. Collectively, the Applicant and NE are referred to as ‘the parties’. 

1.3. Purpose of this Document 

1.3.1. This SoCG is being submitted to the Examining Authority as an agreed draft 
between both parties. This SoCG is a ‘live’ document and will be amended and 
resubmitted as the examination progresses in order to enable a final version to 
be submitted to the Examining Authority. 

1.3.2. The SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the Ministry of Housing 
Communities and Local Government and Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities’ Guidance on the examination stage for Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (‘DLUHC Guidance’)4. 

1.3.3. Paragraph 007 of the DLUHC Guidance comments that: 

“A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement prepared jointly 
by the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which 
they agree, or indeed disagree. A SoCG helps to ensure that the evidence at 
the examination focuses on the material differences between the main parties 
and therefore makes best use of the lines of questioning pursued by the 
Examining Authority’. 

1.3.4. The aim of this SoCG is, therefore, to provide a clear position of the progress 
and agreement met or not yet met between NE and the Applicant on matters 
relating to the DCO Application. 

1 The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. Available online: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/contents/made 
2 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. Available online: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made 
3 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Available online: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69 
4 Planning Act 2008: Examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (30 April 2024).  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
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1.3.5. The document will be updated as more information becomes available and as a 
result of ongoing discussions between the Applicant and NE. 

1.3.6. This SoCG is intended to provide information for the examination process, 
facilitate a smooth and efficient examination, and manage the amount of 
material that needs to be submitted.  

1.3.7. This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the DCO Application documents. All documents are available in the 
deposit locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate’s website (https://national-
infrastructure-
consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010158/documents).  

1.3.8. Once finalised, the SoCG will be submitted to the Examining Authority that is 
examining the DCO Application under Section 37 of the PA 2008 for an order 
granting development consent for the Proposed Development. 

1.3.9. For the purposes of examination, this SoCG addresses the following key topic 
areas: 

• Matters relating to protected species, designated sites and habitats;

• Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG); and

• Soil and agricultural land.

1.4. Terminology 

1.4.1. This SoCG summarises the main topics covered and the status of the matter. 
The colour coding system used within the table in Section 4 has been outlined 
below.  

Cell Status 

Agreed - indicates where an issue has been resolved. 

Under Discussion - indicates where points continue to be 
the subject of on-going discussions between the parties. 

Not Agreed - indicates a position where both parties have 
reached a final position that a matter cannot be agreed 
between them.  
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2. Proposed Development Description

2.1.1. The Proposed Development comprises the construction, operation (including,
maintenance), and decommissioning of solar photovoltaic (‘PV’) development
and energy storage, together with associated infrastructure and an underground
cable connection to the National Grid East Claydon Substation.

2.1.2. The Proposed Development includes the installation, construction and 
decommissioning works, with the details to be defined at detailed design and 
subject to approval by the relevant Local Authority. The detailed design of the 
Proposed Development will be required to be undertaken within the parameters 
assessed in the Environmental Statement, which are secured through a range 
of control documents including the Works Plans [EN010158/APP/2.3.3],, the 
Design Commitments [EN010158/APP/5.9.3],and the requirements set out in 
the Draft Development Consent Order (DCO) [EN010158/APP/3.1.3]. 

2.1.3. The design of the Proposed Development has evolved throughout the 
environmental assessment process to avoid or minimise environmental effects 
and in response to consultation and engagement feedback, where appropriate. 
The location of the Proposed Development is shown in Figure 1.1: Location 
Plan in ES Volume 3, Background and Context Figures 1.1 - 1.2 
[EN010158/APP/6.3] [APP-061] and described in ES Volume 1, Chapter 2: 
Location of the Proposed Development [EN010158/APP/6.1] [APP-045], 
with the consideration of alternatives and the evolution of the design of the 
Proposed Development presented in ES Volume 1, Chapter 4: Reasonable 
Alternatives Considered [EN010158/APP/6.1] [APP-047].  

2.1.4. The principal components of the Proposed Development include: 

• Solar PV development consisting of:

• Ground mounted Solar PV generating station. The generating station
would include Solar PV modules and mounting structures; and

• Balance of Solar System (BoSS) which comprises: Inverters;
Transformers; Switchgear; Combiner Boxes; acoustic barriers and cabling.

• A project substation (the ‘Rosefield Substation’) compound comprising:
Transformers; Switchgear; reactive power compensation bays;
disconnectors; circuit breakers; busbars; control equipment; lightning surge
arrestors; building(s) including office, control, functions, material storage,
material laydown areas and welfare facilities; firewalls; fencing and acoustic
barriers; a security cabin; parking as well as wider monitoring, maintenance
and emergency equipment;

• A Main Collector Compound and two Satellite Collector Compounds
comprising: Switchgear; Transformers; ancillary equipment; operation and
maintenance and welfare facilities; material storage; material laydown areas;
fencing and acoustic barriers; and security cabins;

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000294-6.3%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%203%20Background%20and%20Context%20Figures%201.1%20-%201.2.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000267-6.1%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%201%20Chapter%202%20-%20Location%20of%20the%20Proposed%20Development.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000269-6.1%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%201%20Chapter%204%20-%20Reasonable%20Alternatives%20Considered.pdf
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• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) compound comprising: batteries and
associated Inverters; Transformers; Switchgear, ancillary equipment and
their containers; office, control and welfare buildings; fencing and acoustic
barriers; monitoring, maintenance and emergency systems; air conditioning;
electrical cables; fire safety infrastructure; operation (including maintenance)
security facilities; material storage; and material laydown areas;

• Interconnecting Cabling Corridor(s) to connect the Solar PV modules and the
BESS to the Satellite and Main Collector Compounds to the Rosefield
Substation;

• A Grid Connection Cable Corridor to connect the Rosefield Substation to the
National Grid East Claydon Substation via 400kV cabling;

• Ancillary infrastructure works comprising: boundary treatment; security
equipment; lighting; fencing; landscaping; internal access tracks; works to
facilitate vehicular access; earthing devices; earthworks; surface water
management; utility connections and diversions; and any other works
identified as necessary to enable the Proposed Development;

• Green and blue infrastructure, recreation and amenity works comprising:
landscaping; habitat management; biodiversity enhancement; the creation of
three permissive footpaths; and works to divert PRoW Footpaths;

• Site-wide operational monitoring and security equipment; and

• Highways infrastructure improvements and safety works comprising: minor
junction improvement works; road widening; passing places; and works to
facilitate vehicular access to the Site.
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3. Record of Engagement

3.1. Record of Engagement

3.1.1. The parties have been engaged in consultation throughout the early stages of
the Proposed Development. Table 1 shows a summary of key engagement that
has taken place between the Applicant and NE in relation to the DCO
Application.

3.1.2. A detailed breakdown of engagement that has been undertaken is provided in
ES Volume 2, Chapter 7: Biodiversity [EN010158/APP/6.2.2] and ES
Volume 2, Chapter 12: Soil [EN010158/APP/6.2] [APP-055].

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000278-6.2%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%202%20Chapter%2012%20-%20Soil.pdf
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Table 1: Record of Engagement 

Date Format Key topics discussed Key outcomes 

14 
September 
2023 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Proposed Bernwood SSSI 

Offsets from SSSI designated woodlands 
and HS2 mitigation planting 

Displacement to bats 

Cumulative effects 

Sheephouse Wood SSSI, Finemere Wood SSSI, 
Grendon and Doddershall Woods SSSI, ancient 
woodland and Bechstein’s bats (all of which would fall 
under the proposed Bernwood SSSI designation) 
have all been scoped into the assessment and the 
conclusions of these individual assessments can be 
applied to the Bernwood SSSI, should the SSSI be 
designated following submission of the DCO 
Application. 

ES Volume 2, Chapter 7: Biodiversity 
[EN010158/APP/6.2.2] includes an assessment on 
how the land affected by the Proposed Development 
is currently being used by bats for foraging, 
commuting and roosting, including the potential for 
displacement effects to foraging and commuting bats, 
which has fed into the mitigation design. 

The assessment of inter project cumulative effects on 
biodiversity which accounts for other existing and/or 
approved developments within the 10km Zone of 
Influence as detailed in ES Volume 2, Chapter 17: 
Cumulative Effects [EN010158/APP/6.2.2]. 

22 
February 
2024 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Design updates 

Bat activity survey results 

Solar PV modules in Parcel 1a were removed from 
the zonal masterplan and this area is now proposed 
as a dedicated biodiversity mitigation area. 
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Date Format Key topics discussed Key outcomes 

04 
September 
2024 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Design updates and presentation of the 
landscape and ecological mitigation 
proposals 

Grazing proposals  

Hydrological regime within the Order 
Limits including inclusion of ponds 

Concern over the potential reduction in 
insect biomass and bat foraging 
resources 

Bat activity surveys and bat displacement 

Updated Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) 
surveys have been undertaken across the Site to 
include areas that were not part of the Order Limits in 
2022. The results of GLTA surveys are presented 
within ES Volume 4, Appendix 7.2: Bat Preliminary 
Roost Assessment Report (2022) 
[EN010158/APP/6.4] [APP-088] and ES Volume 4, 
Appendix 7.14: Bat Preliminary Roost 
Assessment Report (2025) [EN010158/APP/6.4.2]. 

Paired static detector surveys have been undertaken 
to compare levels of bat activity, in particular Myotis 
species, at boundary features and within open field 
habitats. This is presented within ES Volume 4, 
Appendix 7.16: Paired Static Bat Detector Survey 
Report (2025) [EN010158/APP/6.4] [APP-102]. 

11 
November 
2024 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

A review of the Applicant’s response to 
Natural England’s review of the bat 
activity report was undertaken. 

Comments have been incorporated into ES Volume 
4, Appendix 7.16: Paired Static Bat Detector 
Survey Report (2025) [EN010158/APP/6.4] [APP-
102]. 

11 March 
2025 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Design update including presentation of 
the Outline Landscape and Ecological 
Enhancement and Mitigation Plan along 

The Applicant has amended the design of the 
Proposed Development to include buffer distances of 
up to 30m from fence lines within the Proposed 

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000217-6.4%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%204%20Appendix%207.2%20-%20Bat%20Preliminary%20Roost%20Assessment%20Report%202022.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000230-6.4%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%204%20Appendix%207.16%20-%20Paired%20Static%20Bat%20Detector%20Survey%20Report%202025.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000230-6.4%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%204%20Appendix%207.16%20-%20Paired%20Static%20Bat%20Detector%20Survey%20Report%202025.pdf
https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000230-6.4%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%204%20Appendix%207.16%20-%20Paired%20Static%20Bat%20Detector%20Survey%20Report%202025.pdf
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Date Format Key topics discussed Key outcomes 

with early planting proposals, grazing 
proposals and survey updates. 

Updates to landscape plans including 
increasing the number of ponds proposed 
to be created, early planting proposals 
and increased buffer around Field D29 
and partially Field D28. 

Natural England raised ongoing concerns 
regarding the study area around Shrubs 
Wood in Fields B6 and B7 and requested 
the removal of Solar PV development in 
these fields to avoid the isolation of this 
woodland block and maintain 
connectivity. 

Development to woodland/hedgerow along the 
boundary of Fields D28/D29 linking Finemere Wood 
and Runt’s Wood. Setbacks from hedgerows in Fields 
B3, B6, B7, B8 and B10 that link Shrubs Wood, 
Sheephouse Wood and Decoypond Wood have also 
been increased from 10m to 15m with a mosaic of 
species-rich grassland and arable field margins 
proposed along with strengthening of the existing 
hedgerows to provide a wide corridor link (30m 
between fence lines and 40m between the edges of 
the closest solar panels) between these woodlands, 
helping to reduce potential displacement effects from 
Solar PV to foraging and commuting bats and ensure 
the connectivity between these woodlands is 
maintained, as detailed within Section 7.7 of ES 
Volume 2, Chapter 7: Biodiversity 
[EN010158/APP/6.2.2]. 

31 March 
2025 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Summary of Great Crested Newt (GCN) 
survey works and progress updates with 
mitigation plans and proposals. 

District Level Licensing approach with 
NatureSpace 

Works with the potential to affect GCN would be 
carried out either under the Buckinghamshire District 
Level Licensing Scheme through NatureSpace 
Partnership or under a European Protected Species 
mitigation licence from Natural England as set out in 
ES Volume 2, Chapter 7: Biodiversity 
[EN010158/APP/6.2.2]. The licensable works would 
encompass clearance, and 
construction/decommissioning works required within 
the intermediate and distant habitat zones of ponds 
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Date Format Key topics discussed Key outcomes 

(likely up to 250m) within the Order Limits. Both 
licensing options are still under consideration by the 
Applicant, to be confirmed prior to construction. 

15 July 
2025 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Summary of the Biodiversity ES chapter 
and paired static receptor surveys. 

Update on mitigation proposals 

Full results of the paired static surveys are presented 
within ES Volume 4, Appendix 7.16: Paired Static 
Bat Detector Survey Report (2025) 
[EN010158/APP/6.4] [APP-102]. 

05 August 
2025 

Site visit Site visit undertaken with Natural England 
to look at proposed mitigation areas and 
links between woodland blocks in Parcels 
1, 1a and 2. 

Better understanding for Natural England of the 
existing biodiversity baseline conditions on Site and 
proposed mitigation measures. Discussions held 
informed measures included within the Outline 
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 
[EN010158/APP/7.6.2]. 

29 October 
2025 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Summary of application documents and 
Natural England’s comments on the 
Biodiversity ES Chapter 

The Applicant grouped Natural England’s comments 
into key themes and provided a response to each of 
these themes by email following the meeting. 

21 January 
2026 

Microsoft 
Teams Meeting 
Online 

Summary of NE Relevant Representation 
and discussion on further information 
relating to bats that will be submitted into 
the examination at Deadline 1 

A high frequency noise assessment to inform the 
potential for the construction works to disturb roosting 
bats and a literature review highlighting that although 
not analogous to cattle grazing, sheep grazing under 
modules is likely to support invertebrate species of 
value to foraging bat species will be issued as part of 
the Bat Technical Study [EN010158/APP/8.5] at 
Deadline 1. 

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000230-6.4%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%204%20Appendix%207.16%20-%20Paired%20Static%20Bat%20Detector%20Survey%20Report%202025.pdf
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Date Format Key topics discussed Key outcomes 

BMV agricultural land 

15 March 
2025 

Email Natural England confirmed agreement 
with a semi-detailed survey (1 auger per 
2 hectares (ha) plus representative pits) 
where the Site is expected to comprise 
non-BMV land and a detailed survey (1 
auger per ha) where the Site is expected 
to comprise BMV land. 

The Applicant confirms that surveys have been 
undertaken in accordance with the agreed 
methodology and survey densities for the BMV and 
non-BMV land as set out in ES Volume 2, Chapter 
12: Soil [EN010158/APP/6.2] [APP-055]. 

04 August 
2025 

Email Confirmation sought from Natural 
England that it agrees with the approach 
of assuming that the 53ha of land that 
was not subject to Agricultural Land 
Classification (ALC) survey (due to 
access restrictions) can be classified as 
Grade 3b for the agricultural land and 
non-agricultural for the East Claydon 
Substation. 

The Applicant will continue to try to gain access for 
the remanding agricultural land to complete a detailed 
survey however Natural England do not oppose the 
assumed ALC Grade of 3b and are happy to accept 
the Grade if access cannot be granted. 

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000278-6.2%20Environmental%20Statement%20Volume%202%20Chapter%2012%20-%20Soil.pdf
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4. Current Position

4.1. Position of the Applicant and NE

4.1.1. The following tables set out the position of the Applicant and NE, following a
series of meetings and discussions with respect to the key areas of the
Proposed Development. This includes matters where discussions are ongoing.

4.1.2. As noted above, this is a ‘live’ document, and some aspects have yet to be
agreed upon between both parties. The intention is to provide a final position in
subsequent versions of the SoCG, addressing and identifying where changes
have been made, and ultimately, documenting agreement by both parties on
relevant points.

4.1.3. Where discussions are ongoing, the parties have included an indication of the
likelihood that disagreement will remain by the end of the examination in
accordance with the Rule 6 letter [PD-008].

https://nsip-documents.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/published-documents/EN010158-000441-PE04a%20-%20Rule%206%20letter%20-%201-part%20PM.pdf
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Table 2: Position of the Applicant and Natural England 

Ref Description of 
Matter 

Stakeholder Comment Applicant’s Response Status 

1- Protected species and habitats

1.1 Nationally 
Designated Sites 

The Environmental Statement has fully considered 
impacts to the existing SSSIs as well as the proposed 
Bernwood SSSI as best it can, given the status of the 
proposed designation, which we welcome. The 
importance of the Bechstein’s bat population, their 
sensitivity, and the potential impacts from the project have 
been appropriately characterized. Potential direct and 
indirect impacts to the interest features of the SSSIs have 
been appropriately assessed. Natural England agree with 
the conclusion that there are no residual impacts (after 
mitigation) on SSSIs. 

The Applicant welcomes this agreement. Agreed 

1.2 Internationally 
Designated Sites 

Natural England agree the scope of the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening exercise is 
appropriate. 

The Applicant welcomes this agreement. Agreed 

1.3 Protected Species Natural England agree with the biodiversity survey efforts 
and conclusions of the assessment excluding bats (see 
below). 

The Applicant welcomes this agreement. Agreed 

1.4 Protected Species -
Impacts to Bat 
Species 
Assemblage 

Natural England recommend for PV panels and 
infrastructure from fields B6, B7, and B8 to be removed 
and for the creation of additional diverse grassland and 
scrub habitats along buffer zones, but also continue to 
manage these areas as cattle-grazed pasture adding to 
the mitigation measures onsite and providing grazed 
pasture in a range of location, aspects and sheltered 
locations due to the importance of this area to Bechstein 
Bats. 

ES Volume 2, Chapter 7: Biodiversity [EN010158/APP/6.2.2] includes an 
assessment on how the land affected by the Proposed Development is currently 
being used by bats for foraging and commuting in order to inform the assessment. 

The Applicant will be providing further detail on grazing and bats within the Bat 
Technical Study [EN010158/APP/8.5] that will be issued at Deadline 1 and will 
continue to discuss this matter with Natural England. 

Under Discussion 

Medium 

1.5 Protected Species -
Impacts to Bats 
during construction 

Natural England note that there may also be direct 
impacts during the construction of the solar farm through 
disturbance to bats and their roosts particularly due to 
noise disturbance during the piling of the PV panel 
installation. 

The Applicant has undertaken an assessment of the potential for the construction 
works to disturb roosting bats and for high frequency noise from electrical 
infrastructure and batteries to disturb commuting and roosting bats species, with 
the conclusion that any disturbance effects are not likely to be significant. This will 
form part of the Bat Technical Study [EN010158/APP/8.5] that will be submitted 
at Deadline 1. 

Agreed 

1.6 Protected Species –
Bat Survey and 
Field Parcel 
Analysis 

Natural England has queried whether the acoustic data 
reliably identifies barbastelle bats and notes missing 
comparison between the 2022 and 2024/25 survey 
results. They also highlight issues with grouping arable 
and grazed pasture as “open habitats,” missing 
quantification of grazed grassland loss, and a lack of 

The Applicant will be providing further analysis of the paired static data at Deadline 
1 for clarification and will continue to discuss this matter with Natural England. This 
further analysis will form part of the Bat Technical Study [EN010158/APP/8.5] 
that will be submitted at Deadline 1. 

Under Discussion 

Low 



Application Document Ref: EN010158/APP/5.14 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010158   

Rosefield Solar Farm 
Draft Statement of Common Ground – Natural England 

15 

Ref Description of 
Matter 

Stakeholder Comment Applicant’s Response Status 

interpretation for limited data on grazed pasture compared 
to hedgerows. 

1.7 Protected Species – 
Buffer Zone 
Measurement 

Natural England have requested confirmation that the 
width of the buffer will be measured from the edge of the 
feature being protected and not hedgerow centreline. 

The Proposed Development has undertaken the measurement of offsets from the 
centreline of hedgerows based on drone-generated topographical data and UK 
Habitat data. The spatial extent of development as set out in the DCO Application 
has similarly been based on offsets from the centreline of the hedgerows. This is 
considered to be the most consistent data source available across the Site. 
Hedgerow size can change over time as hedgerows are trimmed and then left to 
grow out again; therefore, the Applicant believes that the approach of measuring 
the hedgerow from the centreline is the most reliable. 

Under Discussion 

Low 

1.8 Protected Species -
Outline LEMP 

Natural England have requested greater commitment to 
the use of cattle which will help ensure that the habitats 
within the mitigation areas continue to support a wide 
invertebrate assemblage as this is not presently secured 
within the application. 

Natural England recommend for the LEMP to ensure that 
hedgerow buffer zones are managed with whole insect 
lifecycles in mind. Avoid promoting floristic diversity over 
the development of tussocky grassland that is left uncut 
for multiple years avoiding annual disruption of lifecycles 

It is proposed that grazing with cattle is undertaken on the 93ha of mitigation area 
set aside with no Solar PV panels as outlined in the Outline LEMP 
[EN010158/APP/7.6.2], as the importance of cattle dung to foraging bats is 
acknowledged.  

However, it is also proposed to graze underneath Solar PV panels with sheep as 
outlined in the Outline LEMP [EN010158/APP/7.6.2]. The scientific literature 
indicates that sheep droppings although not supporting the same invertebrate 
assemblage as cattle dung, do support invertebrates of value to foraging bat 
species. So, this measure is also likely to increase the biomass of potential bat 
prey.  Information on sheep dung and bats will be presented at Deadline 1. 

The Outline LEMP [EN010158/APP/7.6.2] details how habitat creation and 
enhancement measures would benefit the invertebrate assemblages present. 
Further detail regarding management of hedgerows buffers to encourage the 
establishment of tussocky grassland margins would be included in the detailed 
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan following detailed design in 
consultation with Natural England. 

Under Discussion 

Low 

1.9 Protected Species 
Licencing 

A separate protected species licence from Natural 
England or Defra may be required. Natural England will 
need to review a full draft licence application to issue a 
Letter of No Impediment (LONI) which explains that based 
on the information reviewed to date, that it sees no 
impediment to a licence being granted in the future should 
the DCO be issued. 

It is acknowledged that a great crested newt licence will be required. Initial 
discussions have been held with Natural England Wildlife Licensing team and 
NatureSpace to discuss potential licensing options for great crested newts and the 
licensing approach will be confirmed prior to construction. 

Under Discussion 

Low 

1.10 Further bat surveys Natural England agree that further bat survey would not 
be helpful. 

Following the meeting with NE held on 11 March 2025 it was agreed that the 
survey effort undertaken for bats was sufficient to inform the baseline in 
combination with the Murphy et al. (2024) report. It has been agreed that activity 
surveys and static detector surveys within the western-most fields in Parcel 1 
where access was previously not possible, will not be required, given that these 
fields are already known to be important to Bechstein’s bats as they are located 
within the known core sustenance zone and home range of the Bernwood 
population of Bechstein’s bat. 

Agreed 
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Ground level tree assessment surveys of areas not previously surveyed in 2022 
were undertaken in 2024/2025. In addition, paired static detector surveys have 
been undertaken to compare levels of bat activity, in particular Myotis species, at 
boundary features and within open field habitats. 

1.11 Hairstreak butterfly 
surveys 

Natural England initially indicated that black hairstreak 
butterfly surveys should be carried out as the SSSI sites 
located on the boundary of the Proposed Development 
Order Limits is a national hot spot for the species and they 
expect them to be present within the Order Limits. 

Following consultation with Natural England, the Applicant provided justification as 
to why surveys for both black and brown hairstreak butterfly were not proposed to 
be undertaken pre-DCO submission. Preliminary assessments have shown habitat 
within the Order Limits is suitable to support these species and therefore their 
presence within the Order Limits is assumed. Following the meeting with NE held 
on 11 March 2025 it was agreed that this approach was sufficient to inform the 
baseline. Targeted surveys of sections of hedgerow that will require removal will be 
undertaken pre-construction to assess for the presence of black and brown 
hairstreak butterfly eggs, with section of hedgerow that support eggs translocated 
to other areas within the Order Limits. 

Agreed 

1.12 Avoidance of harm Natural England are content with the approach to the 
avoidance of harm through the implementation of offsets 
from sensitive habitats including trees, hedgerows and 
ancient woodland. 

The Applicant welcomes this agreement. Agreed 

2- Biodiversity Net Gain

2.1 Biodiversity Net 
Gain 

The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment and 
calculation should use the latest version of the Defra 
biodiversity metric to calculate BNG and adhere to the 
rules and principles set out within the metric guidance and 
it is considered best practice to deliver a measurable net 
gain through any new development. 

A biodiversity net gain assessment has been undertaken using the latest version of 
the Statutory Biodiversity Metric as set out in ES Volume 4, Appendix 7.17: 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment [EN010158/APP/6.4.2] and commits to a 
minimum 40% gain for habitats, 17% for hedgerows and 10% for watercourses. 

Agreed 

3- Soil and agricultural land

3.1 ALC survey results Natural England welcome the full detailed resolution 
survey, including the survey of the cable corridor and has 
no further comments regarding the ALC survey methods 
or results. 

The Applicant welcomes this agreement. Agreed 

3.2 Soil handling Natural England generally welcomes the content of the 
Outline Soil Management Plan; but recommends stronger 
measures to avoid soil handling during the wetter winter 
period. While they welcome provisions such as wet 
weather stop conditions and soil moisture testing, they 
advise restricting soil handling to the drier months (April–
September) wherever practicable, particularly where land 
will be returned to agricultural use. Where winter handling 
cannot be avoided, they suggest increased supervision by 
trained personnel 

The Applicant is unable to agree to complete avoidance of working within the 
winter months, however, the Applicant has added additional mitigation to the 
Outline Soil Management Plan [EN010158/APP/7.7.2] to prevent soil damage 
during the winter. The mitigation includes stopping working if heavy rainfall (>10mm 
within 24 hours) has occurred until the soil’s agreed moisture criteria can be met. 
Additionally, the soil will only be stripped, stored and restoration when the soil is a 
dry friable condition. Furthermore, the Applicant has agreed to only use low 
pressure vehicles on established grass and drive the vehicles in a straight line. Any 
turning of the vehicles will occur on matting at the end of each row. 

Agreed 
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3.3 Soil handling Natural England required further clarification over the 
establishment of grass prior to construction. 

The Applicant has included further detail in the Outline Soil Management Plan 
[EN010158/APP/7.7.2] to state that a grass sward will be established at least six 
months prior to beginning construction to prevent soil damage. 

Agreed 

3.4 Predicted ALC 
results for 
unsurveyed area 

Natural England request that the applicant makes a 
concerted attempt to survey the remaining area of land 
within the cable corridor but does not disagree with the 
conclusion that the land is predicted to be Grade 3b. 

The unsurveyed area of cable corridor has been assumed to be Grade 3b based 
upon the adjacent auger points and publically available data. The soil across the 
site is relatively homogenous therefore the predicted Grade is expected to align 
with predictions. The Applicant will continue to request access to the unsurveyed 
area to complete the area however both parties recognise that this may not be 
possible and in which case the predicted Grade of 3b will be acceptable. 

Agreed 
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5. Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon: 

On behalf of NE 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date: 

On behalf of the Applicant 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date: 
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